Whaley Bridge Uniting Church Questionnaire

This questionnaire is being sent out to the Uniting Church community, including people listed as church members and others who regularly attend worship. It serves several purposes:

· To gather people’s contact details so that we can produce an updated version of the Whaley Bridge Uniting Partnership directory.

· To help us revise the Uniting Church membership list so that it gives a more genuine picture of membership in the church.

· To help us discover the various gifts, experience and interests of people involved in our church community, 

· To identify people willing to become members of Working Groups that will oversee different aspects of the life and work of the Uniting Church (a booklet giving more details about these groups is included with this questionnaire)

· To gather views and ideas that will help us make plans for the future.

We realise that this questionnaire will be circulated to people who, for one reason or another, may not be as involved in the church’s life now as they have been in the past. But whether you are closely involved in the current life of the church, or have not been for some time, we would be glad to hear from you. Some of these questions invite you to indicate what sort of relationship you would like to have with the church in the future. The more completed questionnaires we receive, the better equipped we will be to move forward in a way that reflects the identity of the Uniting Church community as a whole.

Please take the time to complete this questionnaire and return it to 

Revd Michael Peat (Minister) by 14TH AUGUST 2010 in one of the following ways:

· Leave it for Michael in a sealed envelope at the Uniting Church.

· Post it to: The Manse, 4 Eccles Close, Whaley Bridge, High Peak, Derbyshire, SK23 7RS.

· E-mail an electronic version to Michael at minister@wbup.org 

(copies of this questionnaire and the Working Groups booklet can be downloaded from the Partnership website: www.wbup.org)

To ensure confidentiality, only Michael Peat will see the completed questionnaires. Opinions and ideas expressed in them will be shared with others in a way that does not identify the person who expressed them. 

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

Unless you indicate otherwise, the details you provide in this section will be included in the next Partnership Directory. Please complete this section even if you know your contact details have appeared in previous Partnership Directories. Otherwise we will assume that you do not wish your contact details to be included in the updated version of the Partnership Directory. 

If you do not want your contact details to appear in the Partnership Directory, but are happy for them to be included in the minister’s own database, please tick this box


[  ]

Please provide contact details below (leaving blank any details that you do not wish to disclose):

Name: …………………………………………………………………….

Address: ………………………………………………………………..

Telephone Number: …………………………………………..

E-mail: ……………………………………………………………………

To help us know the breadth of backgrounds represented by those completing the questionnaire, it would be helpful if you could complete the next three questions by circling the relevant answer in each case:

What is your age?
Under 16
16-30
     31-45     46-60     61-75     Over 75

Are you 
MALE
or
FEMALE
?

For how many years have you been coming to Whaley Bridge Uniting Church?

Less than 5
     6-10     11-20     21-30     31-40     Over 40

Other (please detail) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
   

 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP











            YES
 NO
Are you presently a member of Whaley Bridge Uniting Church       [   ]     [   ]

(church members are typically welcomed into membership at a Sunday service 

and continue being listed as members until they write to say otherwise, or ask 

to be transferred into membership of another church. Members are able to vote

about key decisions and membership is required to hold some key positions in the 

church.












YES   NO

If you are, do you wish to continue being a member of 


[   ]     [   ]

Whaley Bridge Uniting Church?

(We are asking this question because some of the people who receive 

this questionnaire will be listed as members, even though they rarely, if ever, 

attend the church now because e.g. they have moved out of the area. This is an 

opportunity for everyone currently listed as members to indicate their preference)













 YES   NO

If we were to introduce a scheme whereby people could become     [   ]      [   ]

‘Associate Members’ or ‘Friends’ of Whaley Bridge Uniting Church,

would you be interested in being listed as such, rather than being

listed as a church member?
(Such a scheme could be a way in which former members who have moved away could 

express an ongoing link with the church)













 YES   NO

Would you like to discuss becoming a member of Whaley Bridge      [   ]     [   ]

Uniting Church with the minister?

(This question is addressed to people who are not currently church members. 

Michael Peat will get in touch with people who answer ‘yes’)


YOUR SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE
This section invites you to detail skills, experience or interests you have that could be helpful to church life. Please be assured that indicating ‘yes’ to any questions will not be interpreted as an offer to take up particular roles or responsibilities in the church whenever they become vacant! But your answers may be shared with church stewards in the future unless you indicate that you would prefer them to be known only by the minister (you can specify this under ‘details’). Please use the space on the back page if you run out of space here.

Do you have any skills, experience or enthusiasm in the following areas that you might like to use for the benefit of the church in the future?






   

YES    NO    DETAILS

Playing a musical instrument / singing       [    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Chairing Meetings



[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Taking minutes at meetings


[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Pastoral Care




[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Working with children or young people
[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Cooking / Baking/sewing/knitting

[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Financial matters / Accounting

[    ]     [    ]      .……………………………………………..

Computer / Projection equipment/


Sound system




[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Organising Publicity



[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Building maintenance / DIY


[    ]     [    ]      ……………………………………………… 

Photography




[    ]     [    ]      ………………………………………………

Gardening





[    ] 
  [    ]     ………………………………………………

Drama





[    ] 
  [    ]     ………………………………………………

Other





[    ] 
  [    ]     ………………………………………………
Would you be willing to consider being involved with any of the following activities in the future?












YES
NO

Being a ‘Sunday Co-ordinator’







[    ]   [    ]

i.e. helping with practicalities for Sunday Worship

(formerly known as ‘Sunday Stewards’)

Worship Participation 





please specify

Reading scripture passages………………………………………………………………………………………


Reading prayers…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Writing prayers…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Sharing in preparation of worship i.e.All Age Worship etc……………………………….
Serving at Tuesday Coffee Morning






[    ]   [    ]

Staffing the Church shop







[    ]   [    ]

Assisting with Junior Church







[    ]   [    ]

Assisting with Youth Club







[    ]   [    ]

Pastoral Visiting









[    ]   [    ]

Book Steward/Welcoming Steward






[    ]   [    ]

Preparing & serving refreshments and washing up at





Sunday Services









[    ]   [    ]

Luncheon Club









[    ]   [    ]

Church Cleaning









[    ]   [    ]

Would you be willing to serve on any of the following Working Groups?

A separate booklet distributed with this questionnaire provides more details about these groups. Please identify each group you would be interested in being involved with at some point, using numbers to indicate an order of preference. Those groups not already in existence will be set up in September.
Worship Development Group







[    ]

Discipleship Group








[    ]

Pastoral Care Group








[    ]

Social Justice Group








[    ]

Social Events Group








[    ]

Youth & Junior Church Group







[    ]

Publicity Group









[    ]

Property & Finance Group







[    ]

How many groups would you be willing to be involved in at any given time?













[    ]


YOUR VIEWS AND IDEAS
We would like to gather your opinions and ideas on aspects of church life to help us plan for the future. The questions in this section invite you to offer your own comments:

WORSHIP:

Do you have any thoughts about how we might enrich our worship life? 

You might like to comment on such things as:

· choice of music in worship 

· is worship accessible to people of different ages, backgrounds and church experiences? How might this be improved?

· Do you have difficulties with seeing or hearing during worship?

· Do you think it would be helpful for the church to have different kinds of services at different times – Evening? Early morning? Midweek?

Please include any ideas you have, or positive experiences you recall from experiences of worship elsewhere.

Please use the space below for your comments (continuing on the back page if you need to):

CHARITABLE GIVING

At the moment, the Uniting Church allocates £2000 from its annual budget to be given to charities. Do you think the church should:
   (please tick one box only)

a) give a set amount each year to charity?




[    ]

b) give a percentage of its annual income to charity?


[    ]

c) give less (or nothing) from the budget, and instead 


[    ]

increase the number of occasions when special collections

are taken up for particular charities.





Do you think money given to charities by the church (be it from the budget or from special collections) should be focussed just on either local, national or international charities? or should we give to a mixture of these categories (please comment as appropriate):
Do you have any other suggestions about the way we allocate charitable giving?

Do you feel strongly that the church should financially support any particular charity or area of charitable work?

PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE
If you were to suggest up to three priorities for the Uniting Church to focus on in the next five years, what would they be? 

(please use space below and back page if needed)

Do you have any suggestions as to how we could achieve these priorities?

(please use space below and back page if needed)

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about the life of the Uniting Church? (please use space below and back page if needed)

Additional Comments……
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